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Wednesday, April 19, 2017 | Gersten Pavilion

Forecast LA, an
annual conference
held at Loyola
Marymount University,
explores the civic and
economic concerns,
cultural identities, and
levels of satisfaction
of residents in the
Los Angeles region.
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“

A melting pot for all with the
same dreams. All of us coming
together for the same cause.

Optimistic
My mindset is LA driven. The way I walk. The way I talk. The way I carry myself. It is in my soul.

Una persona con ganas

de salir adelante.

”

A person who loves the beach, local issues and tries to preserve the heritage of Los Angeles.

—Respondents from Loyola Marymount University’s Public Outlook Survey
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s u r v e y r e s ult s

About Us

The Thomas and Dorothy Leavey Center for the Study of Los Angeles (StudyLA) is the premier
independent public opinion research organization studying the dynamic region of Los Angeles, and is
recognized as one of the leading undergraduate research centers in the United States. The center is
an acknowledged LA authority in public opinion surveys, exit polling, and leadership and community
studies. Founded in 1996, StudyLA conducts groundbreaking research through its LA Votes research
series, LA Riots Anniversary Study, annual LA Public Opinion Survey, and LA Leaders Survey. StudyLA
provides rigorous, mentored research experiences for undergraduate students with an emphasis
on hands-on field research. StudyLA is an integral and substantial part of the outreach of Loyola
Marymount University, and directly addresses the preamble to LMU’s mission statement: “We benefit
from our location in Los Angeles, a dynamic city that brings into sharp focus the issues of our time
and provides an ideal context for study, research, creative work, and active engagement.” StudyLA
brings LMU’s Jesuit mission alive daily, taking pride in its work’s emphasis on understanding and
communicating the issues of LA.

Loyola Marymount University

LMU is a private Catholic university with 6,000 undergraduates, 2,200 graduate students and
1,100 law students from diverse backgrounds and many perspectives. The seven colleges and
schools at LMU boast best-in-the-nation programs in film and television, business, education and
more. The university’s stunning campus in West Los Angeles is a sun-soaked oasis overlooking
the Pacific coast and a model of sustainability. LMU is rooted in the heart of Los Angeles, a global
capital for arts and entertainment, innovation and technology, business and entrepreneurship.
The university’s mission is grounded in a centuries-old Jesuit educational tradition that produces
extraordinary men and women dedicated to service and social justice. LMU is proud of more than
85,000 LMU alumni whose professional achievements are matched by a deep commitment to
improving the lives of others.

4

forecast LA | 2017

ForecastLA_corrected.indd 4

4/13/17 2:27 PM

a b ou t u s

Fernando J. Guerra,

professor of political science and
Chicana/o studies, is the founding
director of the Center for the Study
of Los Angeles at Loyola Marymount
University. He earned his doctorate
in Political Science from the
University of Michigan and his B.A.
from the University of Southern
California. Guerra has served on
standing commissions, blue ribbon
committees, and ad hoc task forces
for the City of Los Angeles, the State
of California, and regional bodies in
Southern California. He is a source
for the media at the local, national,
and international level and has
published in the area of state and
local government and urban and
ethnic politics.

Brianne Gilbert is the
associate director for the Center
for the Study of Los Angeles and
a lecturer in political science and
urban studies at Loyola Marymount
University. She has worked on dozens
of studies involving voter polls,
public opinion research, and leaders/
elite surveys and has served as a
consultant in the fields of sociology,
anthropology, GIS (geographic
information systems), education,
public opinion research, international
affairs, geology, and medicine. She
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earned her B.A. from Wittenberg
University and her M.A. from Florida
International University.

Berto Solis is a research
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Alex Kempler is the

is the research coordinator for
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Angeles. She serves as the Center’s
office manager and scheduler
and is the first point of contact
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leads the Center’s undergraduate
research assistants and mentors
them through research projects
as they continue to develop their
methodological and technical skills.
Her research interests include racesex-gender studies, contemporary
urban issues and community
studies. Alarcon earned her B.A.
in Chicana/o Studies from Loyola
Marymount University.

’06 is the director of development
for the Thomas and Dorothy Leavey
Center for the Study of Los Angeles,
where she develops fundraising
opportunities with local partners
and corporate and foundation
sponsors. She ran the service
learning program at Fordham
University in New York and worked
at Columbia Law School, USC and
Cedars-Sinai to increase leadership
fundraising efforts. Alvarenga
earned her B.A. in English and
Communication Studies from LMU.
She earned her M.A. in Sociology
from Fordham University.

associate at the Center for the
Study of Los Angeles. Solis manages
visual and editorial unity across
the Center’s print, web, and audio
visual materials. He also serves
as the Center’s special events
coordinator, promoting, planning,
and executing Center activities
including lectures, forums,
and conferences. He mentors
undergraduate students on
research design and presentation
skills during large-scale academic
projects run by the Center. Solis
earned a double B.A. in Spanish and
Latin American & Iberian Studies
from UC Santa Barbara.

research assistant for the Center
for the Study of Los Angeles. She
helps to develop, implement, and
manage all phases of StudyLA’s
research projects, including
Forecast LA, exit polls, and new
projects. She aids in qualitative
and quantitative research, the
preparation of research reports, and
the dissemination of results. Her
research interests include cultural
sociology, community based
studies, and social movements.
Kempler earned her B.A. in
Sociology from Whitman College.
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The Los Angeles Public
Opinion Survey is the
largest annual general
social survey of any
metropolitan area in
urban America.
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Methodology
As part of Forecast LA’s unique approach to forecasting
in the Los Angeles region, the Center for the Study of
Los Angeles conducts an annual outlook survey. In
2017 the Los Angeles Public Opinion Survey involved
20-minute telephone sessions and online surveys with
more than 2,400 adults (1,800 phone and 600 online)
living in Los Angeles County. Survey respondents were
asked about quality-of-life perceptions, personal
economic well-being, economic concerns, overall life
satisfaction, and various civic issues.
Sampling
Since the primary purpose of this study was to gather
representative input from adult residents within the
Los Angeles region, an initial random digit dial (RDD)
sample was employed. The RDD sample was drawn
by determining the active phone exchanges (the first
three numbers of a seven-digit phone number) and
blocks with a given sampling area (in this case, by
the zip codes that comprise the county). A random
list of all active residential and cell phone numbers in
the area was produced. This method included both
listed and unlisted phone numbers. Listed samples
were used to meet particular quotas for racial/ethnic
categories and geographic location.
The online portion was composed of responses
from double opt-in respondents who have agreed
to participate in surveys. Real-time sampling and
survey publishing services were also used to target
respondents outside of the initial reach. Finally,
listed samples were used to fill gaps within racial/
ethnic and geographic quotas. For all methods, adult
respondents in LA County were targeted and then
randomly selected within their group.

Please note:

Screeners
The protocol for this study involved asking potential
respondents a series of questions, referred to as
screeners, which were used to ensure that the person
lived within the county and was at least 18 years old.
The target sample size was 1,200 residents from the
city of Los Angeles and 1,200 residents from Los
Angeles County who live outside the city of LA. The
first quota was a random digit dialing of approximately
750 residents (with 66% cell phone). The online
survey ran concurrently with a target sample size of
600 respondents. The remaining racial/ethnic and
geographic quotas were determined based on the
fallout: 400 African American residents, 600 Asian
residents, 400 residents from the San Fernando Valley
(only within the city of Los Angeles) and 400 residents
from the San Gabriel Valley. Given the demographic
proportion of Latino and white residents in the region,
as expected, both groups naturally fell out from the
initial wave of online and phone respondents.
Data Collection
Telephone surveys were conducted the first four full
weeks of January 2017 and first two weeks of February
between the hours of 4:30pm and 9pm during the
week, 10am to 4pm on Saturday, and 10am to 5pm
on Sunday. The survey was translated into Spanish,
Mandarin, and Korean. Translators who spoke Spanish,
Mandarin, and Korean were available to conduct
interviews for residents who only spoke, or were more
comfortable speaking, any of those languages. The
online survey ran from January 13 to January 26 and
was available in English and Spanish.

All numbers represent
percentages, unless
otherwise indicated.
Due to rounding, not
all rows or columns
total 100%.
Certain questions are
asked of one’s city. If
the respondent lives
in unincorporated
LA County, the
question was framed
about either the area
or the county more
generally.
Several questions
have been asked
multiple years and
are color coded
according to the
Forecast LA accent
color for that
specific year.
Results from 2014 are
represented in green.
Results from 2015 are
represented in orange.
Results from 2016 are
represented in blue.
Results from 2017 are
represented in purple.

The margin of error is ±3.0% for the entire sample of
2,404 residents.
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Residents surveyed (2,404)
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Demographics: 18 and Older
education

SEX
Male
Female

49%
51%

Race/Ethnicity
Latino
White
African American
Asian American
Other ethnicity

44%
30%
9%
15%
2%

Multiple responses allowed.

age
18-29
30-44
45-64
65 & over

24%
28%
32%
15%

Less than high school
High/tech school graduate
College graduate
Graduate degree

Marital Status
11%
46%
31%
11%

Single
Married/Domestic partnership
Separated/Divorced/Widowed

34%
52%
13%

birth country
EMPLOYMENT
Employed full-time
Employed part-time
Student
Homemaker
Retired
Self-employed
Not working

42%
12%
7%
7%
17%
7%
8%

UNION HOUSEHOLD
Yes
No

U.S.-born
Foreign-born

64%
36%

years lived in Los Angeles
5 years or less
6-15 years
16-25 years
26 years or more

6%
14%
25%
54%

21%
79%

political ideology
Liberal
Moderate
Conservative

41%
29%
30%

household income
Under $40K
$40K–69,999
$70K–99,999
$100K–149,999
$150K or more

40%
23%
17%
11%
9%

2017 | forecast LA
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Traveling in
the Right Direction
by Berto Solis

Compared to Americans
and Californians, Angelenos
are tremendously optimistic.
Since the Center for the Study of LA’s inaugural LA Public Opinion
Survey in 2014, one of our highest priorities has been understanding
how Angelenos feel about their city and how they see its future. Over
four years several patterns have emerged. Angeleno optimism has
invariably been high, with its peak in 2015, when 80% of Angelenos
said their neighborhood was going in the right direction. However,
optimism levels correlate with larger state and national trends, reminding us that while attitudes toward the future in LA are uniquely
positive, Angelenos are inevitably impacted by the events that transpire in America as a whole.
Nationally, Americans are less positive. The Gallup Poll has
tracked nationwide satisfaction since 1979, asking the country, “In
general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going
in the United States at this time?” Over the past four years the “satisfied” responses typically have ranged between 20-30%, having recovered from a historic low of 7% during the 2008 recession. Similarly, at the state level, the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC)
has been tracking the direction of the state since 1998, asking, “Do
you think things in California are generally going in the right direction
or the wrong direction?” Over the past four years, 43-57% of Californians thought things were going well, also rising from a record low of
14% in July 2009.
Compared to Americans and Californians, Angelenos are tremendously optimistic. Over four years, the LA Public Opinion Survey
found 59-69% of Angelenos thought their region was heading in
the right direction; 70-75% of Angelenos thought their cities or
areas were heading in the right direction; and 75-80% of Angelenos
thought their neighborhoods were headed in the right direction.

14

Despite their optimism, Angelenos do fall in line with national and
statewide survey responses. Our 2014 results on direction are among
the lowest we’ve collected, reflecting the aftermath of the economic
recovery. As President Obama noted in the 2015 State of the Union
Address, 2014 was a “breakthrough year” for the country and Angelenos took notice. Landmark moments of the Obama administration,
highly supported by the left-leaning Angeleno demographic, along
with a healthy economy and a shrinking unemployment rate, helped
make our 2015 survey the high-water mark for optimism.
Unfortunately, this peak was short-lived as the uncertainty
of the 2016 election became the focal point for LA, the state, and
the nation. Optimism at all levels dropped, especially among those
targeted by an ugly presidential primary mired in hateful, divisive
rhetoric. The largest drops in Angeleno optimism came from the
youngest, least-educated, poorest, foreign-born, women, and nonwhite ethnic groups. This is not surprising since these people were
often targeted in the national debates leading up to the 2016 election.
As we track Angelenos’ perceptions about the region going forward, we hope to continue discovering how our regional perception
is mirrored in state and national trends. Although we are uncertain about where we’ll travel in 2018, we are confident that a strong
majority of Angelenos will continue to say their region, their cities or
areas, and their neighborhoods are heading in the right direction.

•

forecast LA | 2017

ForecastLA_corrected.indd 14

4/13/17 2:27 PM

C h ap t e r 2 : O u t look

How do you think things are going in the Los Angeles region/your city/
your neighborhood: In the right direction or the wrong direction?
LA region

RIGHT DIRECTION

WRONG DIRECTION

2014

59%

41%

2015

69%

31%

2016

65%

35%

2017

67%

33%

your city

RIGHT DIRECTION

WRONG DIRECTION

2014

70%

30%

2015

75%

25%

2016

74%

26%

2017

74%

26%

your neighborhood

RIGHT DIRECTION

WRONG DIRECTION

2014

75%

25%

2015

80%

20%

2016

75%

25%

2017

77%

23%

With small exceptions, the data from
each geography (LA region, individual
cities or areas, and neighborhoods)
show this basic trend from 2014 to 2017.
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Economic Outlook:
Private Activity
gets a Boost but
Public Funding at Risk
by Larry J. Kosmont, CRE and Matt Goulet

Barring any drastic global disruption,
Angelenos have some reason for
economic optimism and can anticipate
a generally pro-business climate,
at least on a national scale.
StudyLA’s Public Opinion Survey results convey a certain bullishness
on both Los Angeles and the nation. More than half of respondents
reported they expected both the regional and national economy to do
somewhat or much better than last year. Nonetheless, the numbers
show a declining trend in economic optimism from results in 2016
and 2015. The optimism expressed seems primarily aligned by political perspective and modulated by demographics such as income, age
and gender. Opinions expressed in the survey also reveal increasing
concern for the future of California’s middle class, with the state’s job
creation profile looking like an hourglass with job growth at the lowest
and highest income range but thin in the middle.
Barring any drastic global disruption, Angelenos have some reason
for economic optimism and can anticipate a generally pro-business
climate, at least on a national scale. President Trump and the Republican-led Congress are inclined to reduce tax and regulatory barriers. In
anticipation of lower corporate tax rates and related costs, hiring activity is likely to sustain and possibly pick up in 2017, and capital investment should notch up as well. Associated investor confidence should
continue to lift Wall Street, although with continued market volatility, but reduced Federal spending on social programs may suppress
household purchasing power and consumer spending.
The outlook for the public sector is not as bright; overall, California’s
public sector is likely to experience contraction. If realized, the impending curtailment of Federal departments that fund local projects and
programs such as the Community Development Block Grant and TIGER
transportation grants will strain local budgets and public sector hiring in
Southern California cities. Potential impacts on tax-exempt bond ratings
and higher costs of debt are likely ahead for public agencies as interest
rates creep higher.

Further pressures on the public sector will begin to unfold later
in 2017 as California’s leaders move quickly to solidify their stance on
federal policies. From accelerated carbon footprint reduction to immigrant protections, California’s leadership appears focused on operating
independently. The declining percentage of respondents with a favorable economic outlook may reflect these tensions and issues, such as
the Trump administration’s threats to cut off federal funding in response
to the “sanctuary” movement. California’s determination to forge ahead
alone could lead to reduced infrastructure investment, continued
anemic housing, and reductions in California’s federal funding, which
could increase pressure for more state and local tax increases in an
already tax-heavy state. These conditions may accelerate the flight of
established large employers, particularly from southern California. As
this “go-it-alone” posture plays out over the longer term, federal funding losses may compel California’s bureaucratic infrastructure to shrink.
Another potential casualty could be reduced government funding for
public-private partnerships designed to induce private investment, a
cornerstone of local development.
Nonetheless, California’s proximity to Asia has spurred foreign
investment in the Golden State, which is expected to continue as a
driver of economic prosperity. Growth in technology, biosciences and
media will continue to propel Los Angeles’ and California’s future.
Still, California is as vulnerable as it is dynamic, and next year’s LA
Public Opinion Survey may tell a changing story.

•

Larry J. Kosmont CRE®, is the President and CEO of Kosmont Companies,
founded in 1986. Mr. Kosmont’s 40-year career encompasses public/private
financial structuring and negotiations, development, and management of real
estate and public finance transactions.
Matt Goulet serves as the Principal of Land Use Developers Corp. and of
Urbanomics Planning Group, LLC, and as a Chairman of the Board for 1010
Development Corporation. Mr. Goulet has created numerous studies on regional
economic development, urban planning, real estate economics and goods
movement for public agencies and private interests in California.
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In general, do you believe the national economy will do much better, somewhat
better, somewhat worse, or much worse in 2017 than 2016?
NATIONAL economy
overall

Much better
2015

20%

2016

15%

2017

17%

Somewhat
worse

Somewhat better

61%

15%

54%
40%

Much
worse

22%

5%
9%

29%

14%

Do you believe the Los Angeles’ regional economy will do much better,
somewhat better, somewhat worse, or much worse in 2017 than 2016?
REGIONAL economy
overall

Much better

Somewhat
worse

Somewhat better

2015

17%

64%

2016

15%

58%

2017

15%

48%

15%
20%
28%

Much
worse

4%
7%
9%
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Angelenos Feel
Rising Costs
of Living
by Alex Kempler

Most Angelenos know someone who’s
moved here for work and perceive the
job market fairly positively.
Like many others, I am a new Angeleno.
For the past five years, I lived in Walla Walla, Washington and
Boise, Idaho. The population of Walla Walla is just over 30,000, while
Boise is home to around 200,000. The population of Los Angeles has
now topped four million.
When I transitioned from college in Walla Walla to a service year
in Idaho, I faced the harsh reality of economic independence. How
could I pay for health care, food, car insurance, rent, and everything
in between using a service stipend of just $850 per month? Despite
last year’s challenges, it was after my recent move to LA that I experienced the real sticker shock.
Rural prices are very different from city prices.
What’s no shock to me is that by almost every economic indicator,
Angelenos agree life is becoming more expensive. For each successive year of the Los Angeles Public Opinion Survey, a growing number
of respondents have reported they believe unemployment, healthcare
costs, gas prices and interest rates will rise. What’s more, this year the
percentage of Angelenos predicting an increase has crept over 70%
for every economic indicator aside from unemployment and gasoline
prices. While perception of rising food prices has fallen, respondents
still agree prices will increase. High costs of living—like $4.13 for
eggs—are felt keenly by Angelenos.
Public perception of housing prices has held fairly steady all four
years. The housing crisis is nothing new to Angelenos. Newcomers
will face difficulties similar to my hunt to find a place for under
$1,000—a big jump from my Walla Walla rent of $400.

18

While a growing number of respondents also feel unemployment
will increase (39%), residents remain fairly optimistic about jobs.
As the second largest city in the US, Los Angeles attracts a steady
stream of people relocating for work. While this doesn’t necessarily
mean the unemployment rate is lower than in Boise (it’s not), most
Angelenos know someone who’s moved here for work and perceive
the job market fairly positively.
The number of respondents predicting an increase in health care
costs (currently at 71%), on the other hand, has risen steadily since
2014. After college I was lucky enough to stay on my parents’ insurance, while many of my friends faced high premiums or fell into the
healthcare gap. The rising cost of health care concerns Americans of
all backgrounds and LA is no exception.
Even though 71% of Angelenos also agree interest rates will increase,
it’s hard to assess whether respondents gave informed answers. Loans
and credit cards may be part of everyday life now, but most people don’t
keep track of interest rates.
On the other hand, given LA’s commuter culture, gas prices are
on everyone’s mind. In Walla Walla, I didn’t own a car. In Boise, I
could drive across town in ten minutes. In LA where I fill up at least
once a week, I notice when prices rise, and so do other Angelenos.
Life is expensive—especially in LA—but I hope reality will be less
costly than public perception for Angelenos this year.

•
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Do you believe the following will increase, stay about the same, or decrease by
the end of the year?
UNEMPLOYMENT

Increase

Stay about the same

2014 31%

35%

30%

34%

2015

2016 35%

35%
36%
32%

33%

2017 39%

housing prices

decrease

27%

34%

Increase

Stay about the same
22%

70%

23%

2016 73%

healthcare costs

Increase
2015 65%

25%

2016 68%

15%
10%

2016 54%

Stay about the same

Stay about the same

2016 75%

5%
3%

26%

Increase
2017

decrease

21%

2017 70%

71%

8%

25%

Increase

decrease
19%

27%

67%

2016 67%

9%

20%

Increase

interest rates

7%

25%

2017 71%

food prices

7%

Stay about the same decrease
20%

2017

8%

21%

65%

2014

8%

18%

2017 71%

gas prices

9%

2014 69%
2015

decrease

Stay about the same

decrease
6%

27%
23%

6%
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Perception of Personal
Financial Situation Most Closely
Tied to Angeleno Optimism
by Brianne Gilbert
Angelenos who rate their personal financial situation as being in
“excellent shape” or “good shape” are more optimistic in nearly
every aspect of the StudyLA 2017 Los Angeles Public Opinion Survey
than those who say their personal financial situation is in either only
“fair shape” or “poor shape.”
Of course, believing your personal finances are in excellent or good
shape is not an indicator of household income. Residents’ perceptions
of their financial health vary across income levels. Optimism is not
driven by how much you make, but by how you perceive your financial
situation. Most people would probably agree reality far outweighs perception when it comes to finances; after all, thinking you have money
does not pay the rent. However, your perception of your financial situation is strongly related to your overall outlook.
Taking a cue from research giant Pew Research Center, in 2017 we
asked residents how they would rate their personal financial situation.
By using the same question wording and categories as Pew, we created a comparison to their national figures. Holding steady over the
last three iterations of their study (June, October, and December 2016),
46% of Americans rated their personal financial situation as being in
“excellent” or “good” shape. The results of our 2017 LA Public Opinion
Survey in January and February show 43% of Angelenos also selected
one of those top two categories.
We asked whether residents expected their household financial situation to improve, stay the same or worsen in the next year. Forty-four
percent (44%) of Angelenos expect their financial situation to improve,

compared to about 60% of Americans nationwide. However, whereas
19% of Americans expect their situation to worsen, only 9% of Angelenos expect a worsening financial situation.
Analyzing the results of other outlook-related questions, we found
a striking pattern. Simply put, those who view their personal financial
situation positively are more optimistic about the future. Although 67%
of Angelenos overall think the region is going in the right direction, those
who identify their personal finances as being in excellent or good shape
are more likely to view the region as going in the right direction (74%)
than those who believe their financial situation is in fair or poor shape
(63%). Those who believe their personal financial situation is in excellent
or good shape are also more optimistic about the country as a whole,
believing the national economy improved between 2016 and 2017 by
a 16% margin (67% of the financial optimists see the economy getting
much or somewhat better compared to 51% of pessimists).
We also examined additional perspectives on a number of the economic indicators described in the previous article. Angelenos who rated
their financial situation as in excellent or good shape generally had a
more optimistic outlook, believing indicators such as housing prices or
unemployment would improve in the future. Likewise in nine out of ten
areas of trust toward entities such as federal government, labor unions,
and religious institutions, Angelenos were more likely to say they trusted
them “just about always” or “most of the time” if they had an optimistic
view of their financial situation.
It turns out Angeleno optimism really does exist!

•

By the end of the year, do you expect the financial situation in your household to
improve, stay the same, or worsen?
improve
2014

49%

2015

50%

2016

47%
16%

2017

44%

16%

Stay the same

worsen

44%

7%

45%

84%
84%

6%

47%

6%

47%

9%

Do you think the growing economic disparity between the rich and the poor will
increase, stay the same, or decrease in the future?
increase
2014

54%

2015

56%

2016

60%

2017

59%

Stay the same

decrease

33%

13%
25%
25%
27%

18%
14%
13%
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If you were asked to use one of these five commonly used names for the social
classes, which would you say you belong in: upper class, upper-middle class,
middle class, lower-middle class, or lower class?

3%

upper class

14%

45%

26%

11%

upper-middle
class

middle class

Lower-middle
class

lower class

How would you rate your own personal financial situation? Would you say you
are in excellent shape, good shape, only fair shape, or poor shape financially?

8%

36%

43%

14%

Excellent

Good

fair

Poor

Do you think in their lifetime, your children will be better off, about the same,
or less well-off financially than you?

59%

Better off

16%

About the same

13%

13%

Less well-off

Don’t have
children/don’t
plan to have
children
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A Catholic
Educational Perspective
on “Sanctuary”
by Bryan V. Pham, SJ

The origins of granting sanctuary are at least as ancient as the Old
Testament, but the concept is once again current for religious and
educational institutions in today’s tense political climate.
As the practice developed historically, religious houses such as
monasteries became places where people could shelter until personal
or political turmoil passed. By the 16th century however, erosion of
Church authority over secular affairs lessened sanctuary’s protective
power. In American religious life today, the idea of “sanctuary” is largely
symbolic, but the notion still resonates as debate over sanctuary cities
has grown.
Despite the powerful moral value of providing refuge, Catholic
institutions have little legal basis—canonical or civil—for taking
action. While the older Code of Canon Law (1917) asserted the right
to offer sanctuary, the 1983 codification no longer mentions it. Purely
symbolic or not, at least two California Jesuit parishes, Dolores Mission Parish in LA and St. Agnes Church in SF, have designated themselves as sanctuary parishes. To date, no Jesuit university has taken
the same step. Jesuit schools or parishes must consider whether
they are owned and operated by the Society of Jesus under canon
law or managed by a Board of Trustees. Canon law and secular law
may come into conflict for religious organizations attempting to
uphold their mission under multiple sources of obligation. Educational communities should also ask: what does sanctuary mean in a
university context? Will undocumented people be sheltered and fed?
Is the university prepared for loss of federal funding?
Whether religious and educational institutions declare themselves as sanctuaries or not, they must consider what defense they
truly offer. If enforcement agents have a valid warrant or exigent circumstances to enter, they can and will enter—sanctuary or not. Will

the organization present a misleading impression to the community
that it can protect sanctuary seekers when it is legally and practically
unable to do so? Nonetheless, US Customs and Border Protection
does recognize certain places as “sensitive locations.” Universities,
daycare centers, churches, synagogues, mosques, hospitals, and
similar institutions are considered sensitive and it is Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s (ICE) current policy to attempt to avoid actions at such locations when possible.
Widespread public approval for the concept of sanctuary may
also reduce the likelihood of enforcement actions. High public awareness and support for the concept of sanctuary cities in Los Angeles,
with over two-thirds of Angelenos reporting support in the 2017 LA
Public Opinion Survey, makes it even less likely that ICE would take
full-scale action. The moral weight of public opinion adds another
layer of symbolic protection to the shelter offered by a city or a religious or educational institution.
Every day, people in our community live in fear because of their
citizenship status. No one should live under a shadow. As a Jesuit
Catholic institution, we are called as witnesses to the Kingdom of
God where “all are welcomed.” For every Angeleno of every faith, how
we rise to the obligation to protect the vulnerable in our communities
requires thoughtfulness and deliberation with understanding that we
are accountable to not only to the law, but to our values.

•

Father Bryan Pham, S.J., serves as professor of theology and canon law in
the Department of Theological Studies at LMU, practices immigration law
at the Loyola Immigrant Justice Clinic, and is the chaplain to Loyola Law
School. Additionally, Bryan serves as Judge and Defender of the Bond in the
Metropolitan Tribunal of the Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

Do you support or oppose your city or area being a sanctuary city to protect
undocumented immigrants from deportation?
strongly support

40%

somewhat support

28%

somewhat oppose

15%

strongly oppose

17%
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Do you support or oppose your city or area being a sanctuary city to protect
undocumented immigrants from deportation?

By race/ethnicity

strongly
support

somewhat
support

african
american

36%

31%

Asian
american

27%

30%

White

26%

25%

Latino

56%

18–29

53%

30–44

40%

45–64

36%

65+

31%

Male

38%

Female

42%

somewhat
oppose

strongly
oppose

14%

19%
27%

17%

31%

18%
28%

12%

5%

By age group
22%
30%

13%

16%

31%

23%

10%

25%

5%

20%

31%

12%

By sex
25%
30%

19%

18%
12%

15%
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Fighting
Homelessness
Together
by Herb Wesson

Thanks to the support of Angelenos,
their optimism, and their willingness
to invest in the future, both measures
passed overwhelmingly.
Oh, how times have changed. Not long ago, homelessness was an
issue we didn’t discuss much as a society. Whether we swept it under
the rug or tried to confine the problem to Skid Row, it was something
policymakers often ignored.
The Great Recession changed all of that. Homelessness crept into
every neighborhood of our City of Angels—every street corner, every
alley, and in front of many grocery stores. Whether it was the foreclosure crisis, the lack of affordable housing, or the years of inattention
taking their toll, the problem grew worse and worse. Residents finally
took notice, and in turn, so did policymakers. And so did I.
When I was interviewed by the Los Angeles Times in 2015 for my
re-election, I told them that I didn’t know what to do. Homelessness
was a vexing problem and it seemed it might never be solved. But
after that meeting and debate with the Editorial Board, I began to
think hard and ponder what more government could do. What more
could I do?
And that’s when things began to change.
Almost two years ago to the date—on April 22, 2015, when I
was President of the City Council—we announced the formation of
an Ad Hoc Committee on Homelessness. On July 1st, I announced
that we were going to make it a permanent standing committee. The
Homelessness and Poverty Committee was charged with developing
a comprehensive plan on homelessness. In September, we announce
a commitment of $100 million dollars to fight homelessness.
Now people were paying attention.
The County of Los Angeles took action, working on and enacting
their comprehensive plan.

The State of California, under the leadership of Senate President
Pro Tempore Kevin de León, developed the No Place Like Home Plan
to use mental health funds to house the homeless.
Mayor Garcetti committed over $100 million dollars to fight
homelessness in our 2016-17 Budget.
And of course, the City Council put Proposition HHH on the ballot:
$1.2 billion dollars to house the homeless. Los Angeles County put
Measure H on the ballot: a sales tax increase for 10 years to provide
services to the homeless. Thanks to the support of Angelenos, their
optimism, and their willingness to invest in the future, both measures
passed overwhelmingly.
Homelessness remains a problem across the City and County, regardless of how wealthy or poor your neighborhood is, regardless of how
old or young you are. The results of the 2017 LA Public Opinion Survey
only validate what I’ve known for the past two years: we need to take
action now. Seventy percent (70%) of Angelenos support the building of
permanent housing within one mile of their homes to reduce homelessness. Most LA residents feel the same about solving this problem regardless of however we choose to categorize or label ourselves.
Only by working together can we truly hope to change the future
of homelessness in Los Angeles. I will continue to fight to house every
individual that lives in our City, and I hope you will continue to be
there right by my side: leading the charge and demanding action.

•

Herb J. Wesson, Jr. has served as the President of the Los Angeles City Council
since November 2011 and has represented Council District 10 since 2005.
He previously served as an Assembly Member for the 47th California State
Assembly District as well as the 65th Speaker of the California State Assembly.

To reduce homelessness, would you support the building of permanent
supportive housing within one mile of your home?
strongly support

32%

somewhat support

38%

somewhat oppose

15%

strongly oppose

15%
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To reduce homelessness, would you support the building of permanent
supportive housing within one mile of your home?

Percent of support
by supervisorial
district in LA County

5

3
1
2
4

07

12

Percent of support
by district in the
city of Los Angeles

06

03

11

02
04

05

13
10

01

01
14

08 09

65% or less
>65–75%
>75–85%
more than 85%

15
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Facing LA’s
Housing Crisis
by Zachary Hayes ’17, Brianna Medina ’17,
and Candace Yamanishi ’17

On Saturday, May 6, 2017, we will graduate from LMU; on Monday,
May 8, we will be searching apartment listings for a new place to live.
Unfortunately, as fresh graduates with low incomes, none of us are
able to live in the city due to limited affordable housing options stemming from current city, state, and local government policy choices. If
unchanged, these same policies will continue to decrease access to
housing in the near future.
The reality for young people in the LA area is that finding affordable housing outside of campus communities is difficult, verging
on impossible. The entry-level and internship salaries available to
recent graduates fall far short of making rent in the neighborhoods
we have called home for four years. We will need to look for housing
farther out of the city, distant from job opportunities, and face punishing commutes.
The scramble for housing grows worse every year. Both affordability and availability of housing in Los Angeles are in a crisis. Young
people often have little discretionary income due to the heavy burden
of student debt and are unable to accumulate savings. Developers
are not investing in building new housing for lower-income individuals like us. The story of Los Angeles once supported homes for the
middle class, but that era has ended. The number of housing units
is not keeping pace with the continual population growth of the city,
creating a crisis of supply and demand and leaving young graduates
(and many others living on low incomes) few options.
Although the lack of available housing and its unaffordability is a
particular crisis for our generation, the problem is not restricted to
any particular group. According to the Los Angeles Public Opinion
Survey, 86% of LA County residents, poor, middle class, and wealthy
alike, do not believe that a majority of residents can afford a home in
the city. Angelenos recognize that obtaining affordable housing has
become nearly impossible.
The LA Public Opinion Survey nevertheless indicates that more
Angelenos (over 70% across all groups, with residents ages 18-29
at 80%) remain concerned with neighborhood preservation,
rather than building new units. Although Measure S was defeated
in the March 2017 election it received one-third of votes, revealing a strong undercurrent of discontent on housing. Preserving

With which statement do you most
agree? Preserving a neighborhood
is more important than the building
of more housing. OR The building of
more housing is more important than
preserving a neighborhood.

72%

28%

Preserving
a neighborhood

Building more
housing

neighborhoods does not address the urgency of young people in our
situation. Elected officials must be open to the voices of younger
generations and recognize the pressing need for affordable housing. Young graduates have valuable skills, energy and enthusiasm
to contribute. Policy must effectively address this crisis to make
space for our community to grow.

•

Zachary Hayes is a senior Political Science major at LMU and a student
research assistant at StudyLA. He will graduate in May and will attend the
Pepperdine School of Public Policy in Fall 2017.
Brianna Medina is a senior Political Science major with a double minor in
International Relations and Spanish at LMU and a student research assistant
at StudyLA. She will graduate in May and continue her legal internship while
applying to law school.
Candace Yamanishi is a senior Political Science major at LMU and a
student research assistant at StudyLA. She will graduate in May and
pursue a career in law.

How would you rate access to affordable quality housing as a characteristic
related to your city/LA County as a whole?
18%

39%

44%

Good

fair

Poor
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With which statement do you most agree? Preserving a neighborhood is more
important than the building of more housing. OR The building of more housing is
more important than preserving a neighborhood.
By age group

Preserving a neighborhood

Building more housing

18–29

80%

20%

30–44

70%

30%

45–64

70%

30%

65+

70%

30%

By household income

Preserving a neighborhood

Under $40K

$40K–<$70K

$70K–<$100K

$100K–<$150K $150K+

Building more housing

70%

30%

75%

25%

77%

23%

72%

28%

74%

26%

Do you think a majority of residents can afford to buy a home in your city or area?
Yes

no

2014

17%

83%

2015

20%

2016

16%

2017

14%

80%
84%
86%
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Unions Make
a Difference and
Union Members
Know It
by Rusty Hicks

As a labor leader, I am proud of
the key differences the survey data
reveals between union and nonunion Angelenos.
There are two big takeaways from the 2017 Los Angeles Public Opinion Survey data. The first is that union members think the same as all
Angelenos on nearly every issue—from quality of life, to government
services, to race relations.
But as a labor leader, I am proud of the key differences the survey
data reveals between union and non-union Angelenos.

Union members know why
Union members are involved in negotiating their contracts, and they
debate and vote on the results of those negotiations. That’s why union
members understand the gap between rich and poor, the rising cost
of health care, and know they are personally in better financial shape
than other Angelenos.

Union members are voters!
While the media focuses on labor’s political contributions as the
source of our power in Los Angeles, we know how much time, energy,
resources, and talent we put into helping union members become
citizens, register to vote, and actively participate in the civic life of
our community.

Rusty Hicks is the Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the Los Angeles County
Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO. In his position, he leads one of America’s largest
labor federations, comprised of 300 local unions representing over 800,000
workers. He was unanimously elected to his leadership position after serving
as the Federation’s Political Director since 2006, and after completing his
deployment to Afghanistan as a Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy Reserve.

•

Union members are better off
Perhaps there are no better measures of the “union difference” in
the survey than how many more union members are homeowners
and how many more union members have full-time jobs. Those differences flow from the years of effort unions have invested in moving
people into or closer to the middle class.

Is someone in your household a member of a union?
Yes

no

2014

22%

78%

2015

21%

2016

23%

2017

21%

79%
77%
79%
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Los Angeles Loves
a Winner
by Brianne Gilbert

In 2017, LA bleeds Dodger Blue. Although some might make a strong case that Los Angeles has been a
blue city for decades, this is the first year of the LA Public Opinion Survey that Angelenos’ preference for
the Dodgers has overtaken their love for the Lakers. For four years, StudyLA has asked Angelenos which
professional team is their favorite out of those with “LA” in their name. For three straight years, the Lakers
have come out on top. However, that percentage has dropped steadily as their inability to make the playoffs has taken a toll on fan loyalty. In 2017, for the first time the Dodgers eked out the Lakers for the top
spot in our survey, with 36% of residents ranking them as their favorite professional sports team with LA
in their name. The Lakers took a backseat with 35%, while the Clippers ranked a distant third with only
7%. This year, for the first time we also asked about the newest team to play in LA; the Los Angeles Rams
garnered 5% of Angelenos’ top support.

•

What is your favorite professional team with LA in its name?

43%
34%

2014

Lakers

40%

Dodgers

31%

Lakers

37%

Dodgers

35%

2015

Galaxy 8%
Clippers 7%
Kings 7%
Angels 5%
Chivas 2%
Sparks 1%
Rams *

Clippers 7%
Kings 5%
Angels 4%
Galaxy 4%
Chivas 3%
Sparks 1%
Rams *

2016

Lakers

36%

Dodgers

35%

2017

dodgers
lakers

Clippers 9%
Kings 8%
Galaxy 6%
Angels 5%
Sparks 1%
Chivas *
Rams *

Clippers 7%
Kings 6%
Angels 6%
Galaxy 5%
Rams 5%
Sparks 0%
Chivas *

The Chivas played its final season in 2014, but the option was kept on the survey in 2015 as a memorial to the team.

By race/ethnicity
african american

4%

angels

2%

galaxy

1%

rams
sparks

7%
2%

9%

2%

10%

6%

6%

2%

5%

3%

5%

0%

46%

31%

7%

25%

Latino
34%

55%

47%

lakers
clippers

White

25%

13%

dodgers

kings

Asian american

0%

29%
2%
5%
6%
7%
4%
0%
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Trust in the Time of
“Fake News”
by Kate Pickert

A media that’s not trusted is not
relevant. Journalists’ primary goal
is to be believed.
As election returns rolled in on Nov. 8, 2016, a few truths became
evident to Angelenos and other Americans. First, our country is more
politically polarized than ever. After a bitter and confrontational
campaign, the candidate who won the popular vote lost the Electoral College, exposing deep geographic and ideological divisions.
Second, the media got it wrong. After breathlessly covering Donald
Trump as an unserious candidate with no chance to beat Hillary
Clinton, journalists and pundits were humbled on Election Night as
it became clear they had underestimated a populist leader with an
uncanny appeal.
Mainstream media will not be able to move past this collective
misstep any time soon and this year’s StudyLA Public Opinion Survey
of Angelenos indicates that more trouble may lie ahead. Just over a
third of city of LA residents reported they trust the media to “do what
is right” almost always or most of the time. In a sign that future audiences may be even less trusting, younger Angelenos have even lower
faith in the media. Forty-four percent (44%) of Angelenos 65 or older
trust the media to do what is right almost always or most of time,
compared to 30% of 18-29 year-olds. Even left-leaning Angelenos
who may be more inclined to trust media perceived as sympathetic
to their political views doubt journalists. Fifty-eight percent (58%) of
self-identified liberals in LA say they trust the media to do the right
thing only some of the time or never.

Faith in other institutions is also weak, although it is stronger in
organizations closer to home. Sixty-one percent (61%) of LA residents responded that they trust the federal government to “do what
is right” only some or none of the time. Participation in the political process may actually erode that trust. Eighteen percent (18%)
of foreign-born Angelenos say they trust the federal government to
do what is right just about always, more than twice the percentage
of U.S.-born residents who feel this way; 18% of those not registered
to vote say they trust the federal government to do what is right just
about always, nearly twice the percentage of registered voters who
say the same.
Trust in state and city governments, the school system, police
and other large institutions was fairly evenly split. But on the most
local of levels, Angelenos’ trust remains strong. Sixty-three percent (63%) of Angelenos say they trust their neighbors to do what
is right most of the time or just about always, a pattern that holds
true across most groups. Older Angelenos trust their communities
the most, with 78% saying they trust their neighbors most of the time
or just about always.
A media that’s not trusted is not relevant. Journalists’ primary
goal is to be believed. If the media is to serve its traditional role in our
democracy, holding government accountable and exposing important
truths, it will need to work to regain trust lost over time and particularly
in recent months—one story and one fact at a time. Until then, more
Angelenos may be placing their trust only in their communities and
local institutions.

•

Kate Pickert is a journalist and assistant professor of English at LMU.
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How much of the time do you think you can trust the following groups to
do what is right: just about always, most of the time, only some of the time,
or none of the time?
Just about
always

Most of
the time

Only some
of the time

46%

None of
the time

Federal government

12%

27%

State government

11%

35%

42%

City government

12%

34%

44%

LAPD

20%

38%

34%

9%

DWP

19%

38%

33%

10%

The media

11%

LAUSD

16%

Labor unions

11%

Religious institutions

19%

Your neighbors

25%

26%

16%
12%
10%

45%

31%
36%
35%
38%

19%
43%

11%

41%

12%
37%

10%
30%

7%
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Generational Differences
in Latino Identity
by Alejandra Alarcon

Seven out of every ten Angelenos agree that what happens generally to their racial or ethnic group in America
will affect their own lives. While 79% of Latino millennials, like myself, agree that what happens to Latinos
across the United States influences what happens to them individually, older Latinos still see things differently. Only 60% of Generation Xers, 54% of Baby Boomers and 44% of the Silent/Greatest Generation are on
board. Among the four major ethnic groups in Los Angeles, this is the broadest gap seen between the older
and younger generations. I view this as indicating that older Latinos in Los Angeles think about regional or
national origins before they think about Latino identity. They may believe what happens to Dominicans in
New York or Cubans in Miami does not impact Mexicans or Guatemalans in Los Angeles. Young Latinos, like
me, assert that what affects other Latinos everywhere in America will touch us here in LA.
President Trump’s polemic remarks against Latinos during his campaign have nationalized the views of
many Latinos. I found myself thinking, “What does this mean for me, my family, my friends, my peers and
our future?” The day after President Trump’s election, Senate President Kevin de Leon and Assembly Speaker
Anthony Rendon, who both represent Los Angeles, issued a joint statement reminding us that California has
always set an example for other states to follow. The day after President Trump’s inauguration, Mayor Eric
Garcetti invigorated a crowd of hundreds of thousands at the Women’s March by affirming that Los Angeles,
which today is half Latino, is the face of America. Clearly these three young Latino leaders are protecting our
community in California and throughout the nation. They know that what happens across the country will
have an impact on the people they represent at home.

•

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? What happens generally
to my racial/ethnic group in this country/in Los Angeles will have something to
do with what happens in my life.
strongly
agree

overall
in this country

29%
african
american

49%

Asian
american

22%

White

26%

Latino

31%

overall
in los angeles

27%
african
american

42%

Asian
american

22%

White

23%

Latino

29%

somewhat
agree

somewhat
disagree

41%

19%
25%

50%
46%
37%

19%

9%

14%
16%

47%
39%

11%
9%

18%
31%

11%

20%

18%

43%

51%

14%

strongly
disagree

21%
17%

14%

12%
14%
10%
9%
15%
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A Sense of Belonging
in Los Angeles
by Fernando Guerra, Ph.D.

Do you consider yourself an Angeleno? Los Angeles is the most ethnically diverse metropolitan region
on the face of the earth. As part of our effort to gauge residents’ sense of belonging, we asked them to
answer this question. We found that not only within the city, but the county, being an Angeleno resonates
with LA residents.
How we get along depends on how we treat each other and our perception of belonging to this place
we all call home. In this year’s survey, we also asked for the first time, “do you feel like a full and equal
member of society?” An overwhelming number of us (75%) feel we belong and are incorporated into
society as full and equal members. Nonetheless, there are differences among racial groups. Only 53% of
African Americans agree, while the other ethnic groups agree at a rate of 70-80%. Income and gender
matter too for whether someone feels equal and included; individuals making under $70,000 agree in the
low seventies while those making above $70,000 agree in the high seventies, and women agree at 72%
while men agree at 77%.
Our findings provide a basis for a strong sense of belonging. By combining these findings on sense of
belonging, on identifying as Angelenos, and on our belief that we’re heading in the right direction, we know
Angelenos are clearly an optimistic group. This optimism can be used to bridge the differences that do exist.
We are already ahead of the curve with our optimism and our willingness to invest in our communities. Los
Angeles can lead the nation in enhancing a sense of belonging for all people.

•

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: I feel like a full and
equal member of society in this country with all the rights and protections
that other people have: strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree,
or strongly disagree?

strongly
agree

overall
by race/ethnicity

somewhat
agree

37%

38%
african
american

23%

Asian
american

32%

White

46%

Latino

37%

somewhat
disagree

16%

30%

21%

9%

26%

52%

3

12%
35%

34%

strongly
disagree

10%
20%

9%
8%

2017 | forecast LA 37

ForecastLA_corrected.indd 37

4/13/17 2:27 PM

c h ap t e r 4 : diggi n g d e e p e r

“Race-ing” to LA’s Future:
One Step Forward,
One Step Back
by Nadia Kim, Ph.D.

What do Angelenos think about race in 2017? Tracking race relations in Los Angeles across time reveals an uncertain course, with
changes in public perception for both better and worse. To capture
Angelenos’ notions of racial difference over the last 20 to 25 years,
our team derived questions from the well-respected 1992-1994
Multi-City Study of Urban Inequality (MCSUI) and matched them
with current data.
The MCSUI was conducted following the 1992 LA riots with resentments still smoldering. In the 1992 uprising, long-standing tensions led
to violence mostly between African Americans, Latinos and Korean
American merchants. In the wake of these conflicts, the MCSUI found
Asians were described by only 30% of respondents as “partly” easy
to get along with, compared to 36% who believe they are “somewhat”
easy to get along with today. Improvement in how Angelenos view other
races since the 1992 low in race relations can be seen across the board.
In the current survey, 35% view African Americans as “somewhat
easy” to get along with, while only 27% reported the same in the
1990s. Similarly, 24% believe African Americans tend to treat other
groups equally, versus 19% previously. For Latinos, the numbers are
similar but still demonstrate moderate improvement. Thirty-seven
percent (37%) perceive whites as “somewhat easy” to get along with
today, up from 30% in the MCSUI. While only 17% saw whites as
treating others somewhat equally in 1992, 23% do so today. Given
the outrage generated by the beating of African American motorist
Rodney King by white police officers and their subsequent acquittal,
the improvement in perception is unsurprising.

At the same time, today’s picture can be as sobering as in the
1990s. Thirty-one percent (31%) of respondents both then and now
believe Asians “partly” discriminate against others; thirty-six percent
(36%) believe African Americans do so (with 3% more today believing
that African Americans “mostly” discriminate); and a similar percentage both today and in the 1990s see whites the same way (34-38%).
For Latinos, the worsening of this number is most striking: today 31%
see them as “partly” discriminatory while only 26% believed this in the
historical data. Perhaps President Trump’s anti-immigration platform
is driving race relations off course.
When the questions are sorted by race/ethnicity, the road ahead
looks darker. Although the majority of African Americans and Latinos do
see Asian Americans as easy to get along with, these two groups also
showed highest numbers of respondents viewing Asians as difficult to
get along with, and the same proportions are seen in African Americans’
views of Latinos and Latinos’ views of African Americans. In particular,
Asian Americans considered African Americans difficult to get along
with, while 14% of African Americans, Asian Americans, and Latinos
found whites hard to get along with. Finally, in every case except when
whites were asked about Latinos, the highest percentage of respondents
selected “somewhat” discriminatory to describe others.
It appears Los Angeles has traveled one step forward but one step
back. Our community has not made impressive progress in reducing racial tension over the past 25 years, but nonetheless the city has
avoided significant racial clashes even in an increasingly politically
charged climate.

•

Nadia Y. Kim is Associate Professor of Sociology at Loyola Marymount University.

Do you think each of the following groups tend to be easy to get along with or
tend to be hard to get along with?
Very
easy

overall
Asians

Somewhat
easy

36%

30%
african
american

27%

Asian
american

35%

White

39%

Latino

23%

Neither easy
nor hard

15%

31%

16%

32%

16%

7%
10%
8%
8%

19%
13%

very
hard

11%

15%

38%

40%

Somewhat
hard

14%

4
3

10%
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Very
easy

overall
african
americans

african
american

31%

Asian
american

12%

White

33%

Latino

20%

28%

Asian
american

24%

White

40%

Latino

46%

32%

african
american

25%

Asian
american

26%

White

45%

Latino

21%

11%

Neither
easy nor
hard

Somewhat
easy

36%

Somewhat very
hard hard

16%

37%

7% 3
4

17%

14%

8%

25%

40%
35%

Somewhat
easy

11%

Neither easy
nor hard

37%
18%

11%
14%
14%

21%

35%
31%

4
8%
5%
6% 1

17%
18%

4 3

Somewhat very
hard
hard

18%

35%

3
5% 1

18%
35%

42%

10%

16%

15%

5%

10%

20%

39%

29%

6%

23%

26%

Very
easy

8%

14%

13%

27%

very
hard

15%

37%

39%
african
american

Somewhat
hard

18%

Very
easy

overall
whites

Neither easy
nor hard

35%

24%

overall
latinos

Somewhat
easy

14%

5%
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Do you think each of the following groups tend to treat other groups equally or
discriminate against other groups?

Mostly treat
equally

overall
Asians

16%
african
american

11%

Asian
american

26%

White

18%

Latino

12%

african
americans

26%

13%

15%

16%

Mostly treat
equally

overall

Neither treat
equally nor
Somewhat
discriminate discriminate

Somewhat treat
equally

14%

29%

african
american

23%

Asian
american

14%

17%

White

13%

25%

Latino

11%

Neither treat
equally nor Somewhat
discriminate discriminate

15%
22%

25%

28%
33%

15%

36%

14%
14%

8%
14%

Mostly
discriminate

12%
34%

13%
22%

7%

27%

17%

26%

24%

11%
19%

27%

Somewhat treat
equally

31%

42%

13%

Mostly
discriminate

8%

37%

11%

37%

10%

35%

14%
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Mostly treat
equally

overall
latinos

18%
african
american

15%

Asian
american

20%

White

16%

Latino

19%

whites

28%

13%
african
american

9%

Asian
american

18%

White

15%

Latino

11%

Somewhat treat
equally

26%

20%

4

34%

8%

Neither treat
equally nor Somewhat
discriminate discriminate

12%

6%

30%

13%

23%
8%

7%
12%

21%

27%

Mostly
discriminate

35%

16%

38%

33%
14%

29%
23%

31%

19%

33%

Mostly
discriminate

38%

11%

26%

12%

Somewhat
discriminate

16%

24%

Mostly treat
equally

overall

Neither treat
equally nor
discriminate

Somewhat treat
equally

13%
11%

12%

36%

36%

34%

8%
19%
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At home in Los Angeles:
Developing Angeleno Identity
by Andrew Brown ’20, Isabella Dennis ’18, Andrew Gonzalez ’18,
Elizabeth Guhl ’19, Courtney Johnson ’20, Lesly Juarez ’18,
Alden Lundy ’20, Carlos Mesa-Baron ’19, Adrian Narayan ’18,
Xavier Orozco ’20, Jayna Ortiz ’20, Kathleen Siao ’19,
and Maya Willis ’20

Identifying as an Angeleno is about belonging. To be an Angeleno
is to fit into the larger community of Los Angeles. As LMU students,
the majority of us have moved to Los Angeles to attend college and
see ourselves as visitors and students of the city. Although we live
geographically within Los Angeles, we are still looking for a place to
belong. The longer individuals live in Los Angeles, the more likely
they are to consider themselves Angelenos. Residents become
deeply integrated into the culture of the city. As a result, if we do
end up staying in Los Angeles after graduation, we may begin to view
ourselves as Angelenos too.
However, the reality is that many young people may be unable
to remain in Los Angeles post-graduation. According to the 2017 LA
Public Opinion Survey, the majority of working Angelenos—71% of
full-time workers and 77% of part-time workers—expect the cost
of housing to continuously increase. People who can afford to buy
homes in Los Angeles are more likely to consider themselves Angelenos (76% of homeowners) making high housing costs a major barrier to forming an Angeleno identity. For young LA residents, the unaffordable housing market and the pressure of student debt makes
many of us wonder if we will ever get to become Angelenos.

Race and cultural connections are additional factors that influence
Angeleno identity. Los Angeles has one of the highest Latino and Asian
populations in the United States, which contributes to the diverse cultural mix that gives the city its distinct character. Immigrants are more
likely to identify as Angelenos because of their desire to embrace the
new life and opportunities Los Angeles offers. Many foreign-born Angelenos may feel pride in the pursuit of the American dream, in being part
of both a nation and a city of fellow immigrants.
The term “Angeleno” carries a sense of culture, history, belonging,
community, and attachment to the lived experiences of Los Angeles. The
vast majority of LA residents consider themselves Angelenos. As students from around the country, we have only just begun to understand
the city. However, the warm welcome of Angelenos has prompted us to
embrace the unique culture of Los Angeles as a part of our college experience and makes us hope that we and many of our classmates will be
able to make LA our long-term home.

•

Andrew Brown, Isabella Dennis, Andrew Gonzalez, Elizabeth Guhl, Courtney
Johnson, Lesly Juarez, Alden Lundy, Carlos Mesa-Baron, Adrian Narayan,
Xavier Orozco, Jayna Ortiz, Kathleen Siao, and Maya Willis are student
research assistants at the Thomas and Dorothy Leavey Center for the Study
of Los Angeles at Loyola Marymount University.

Do you consider yourself to be an Angeleno?

76%

yes

24%
no

2014

77%

yes

23%
no

2015

78%

yes

22%
no

2016

74%

yes

26%
no

2017
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Do you consider yourself to be an Angeleno?
by race/ethnicity

64%

yes

36%

79%

yes

21%

67%

yes

no

no

african American asian American

33%

81%

yes

white

19%
no

no

latino

By length of time lived in LA

34%

yes

66%
no

5 years or less

65%

yes

35%

74%

yes

yes

16–25 years

19%
no

no

no

6–15 years

26%

81%
25+ years

by age

61%

yes

39%

76%

yes

By home ownership

72%

yes

28%
no

Rent home

Ages 30–44

21%

82%

yes

Ages 45–64

18%
no

no

no

no

Ages 18–29

24%

79%

yes

Ages 65+

by education level

76%

yes

24%
no

own home

76%

yes

24%
no

High school
diploma or less

72%

yes

28%
no

College degree

71%

yes

29%
no

Graduate degree
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Angelenos Believe
in the People of
Los Angeles
by Antonio Villaraigosa

Los Angeles is the second largest city in the United States, and that
comes as no surprise—since early in the country’s history, California
has beckoned to dreamers, and Los Angeles has been an emblem of
those dreams. LA is a destination for both individuals from outside
the United States, and for Americans seeking education, opportunity, and a home city with a diverse and vibrant culture.
The vast majority of residents recommend Los Angeles as a
place to live: 84% did so in 2017, a percentage that has held steady
since the first year of the LA Public Opinion Survey. It is no wonder
then that people continue to move to LA, and when they do, they
come to closely identify with Angeleno identity.
Of course, different people embrace different reasons for LA’s
appeal, and as the city grows and changes, demographics change
as well. However, over the past four years, the majority of Angelenos
would recommend their city as a safe place to live, as a place to
raise children, as a place to retire, and as a place to work. The data
for each of these categories has remained relatively consistent, with
some slight declines in certain categories, such as whether the city
is a good place to retire or to raise children, possibly reflecting the
continued difficulty of finding affordable housing. Notable in 2017,
however, is that 73% of Angelenos would recommend LA as a place
to work, a 7% increase over 2016.

Living in LA does have its struggles. Housing costs are rising to
crisis levels. Homelessness has become a serious issue that local
government is taking action to address. Racial tensions, while remaining in check, continue to be a concern. And Angelenos are not
immune to the greater problems of America as a whole and the air
of uncertainty under the new presidential administration. Questions
of what it means to be a sanctuary city, how openness to immigration might be in tension with new national policies, and how much
trust Angelenos can place in the media, governmental institutions
and their own communities are increasingly relevant.
Angelenos remain optimistic even in light of these challenges.
They believe the economy will continue to improve. They believe the
city is headed in the right direction. They strongly believe that life is
good in LA—a majority of 2017 respondents say they are satisfied
or very satisfied with the quality of services the city provides, and
83% of Angelenos would recommend the area for its quality of life, a
number that has held stable across the past four years. Most importantly, however, Angelenos believe in the people of Los Angeles. They
self-identify as Angelenos. LA is a great place to live, and optimistic
Angelenos believe it is only going to get better.

•

Antonio Villaraigosa served as the 41st Mayor of Los Angeles, as a member
of the Los Angeles City Council, and as member, Democratic Leader,
and Speaker of the California State Assembly. Villaraigosa is a current
candidate for Governor of California in 2018.

Overall how satisfied would you say you are with the quality of the services that
your city provides?
Very satisfied

2014

13%

2015

16%

2016

18%

2017

16%

Neither satisfied
nor unsatisfied

Satisfied

51%
52%

22%

48%

10%

21%

53%

17%
21%

Very
Unsatisfied unsatisfied

4%

9%

3%

9%

3%

11%

4%
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If someone was interested in moving to your city/area, would you recommend it
for the following aspects?
As a place to live overall

yes

no

2014 85%

15%

86%

14%

2016 84%

16%

2017 84%

16%

2015

As a safe place to live
2014 83%

17%

2015 86%

14%

2016 84%

16%

80%

20%

2014 65%

35%

67%

33%

2016 66%

34%

2017 73%

27%

2017

As a place to work
2015

As a place to raise children
2014 77%

23%

2015 80%

20%

2016 77%

23%

2017 75%

25%

2014 63%

37%

2015 64%

36%

64%

36%

2017 59%

41%

As a place to retire

unsatisfied

2016

For its overall quality of life
2014 82%

18%

84%

16%

2016 82%

18%

2017 83%

17%

2015
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LMU Day in Los Angeles
LMU Day in LA is a university-wide event to be celebrated in the fall of 2017 in
Downtown Los Angeles. LMU Students will spend the day downtown interacting with
local leadership including the County Board of Supervisors, City Council, LAUSD, and
City Commissions. In the evening students, alumni, administrators, local political
leaders, and general managers of public sector organizations will convene for a panel
discussion on LA’s characteristics and services.

Tentative Schedule: October 2017
9:00–10:00 am

1:00–2:00 pm

LA County Board of Sup. Meeting
Board Hearing Room,
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration

LAUSD Board of Directors Meeting
Board Room, LAUSD Office

10:00–11:00 am

2:30–3:30 pm

LA City Council Meeting
John Ferraro Council Chamber,
Los Angeles City Hall

LA City Council Committee on
Planning and Land Use Mgnt.
Edward R. Roybal Hearing Room,
Los Angeles City Hall

11:00 am–12:00 pm

3:30–4:30 pm

LMU Day in Los Angeles Welcome
Tom Bradley Tower Room,
Los Angeles City Hall

Reception & Networking Hour

12:00–1:00 pm
MWD Commission Meeting
Hearing room,
Metropolitan Water District headquarters

In fulfillment of LMU
Strategic Plan’s (Theme
4, Commitment to
Local and Global
Citizenship) this
event will promote
civic engagement
through opportunities,
experiences and
partnerships for both
the LA region and LMU.

4:30–5:00 pm
Presentation of los angeles
public opinion survey data

5:00–7:00 pm
Forecast LA Speaker Series feat.
elected officials & gen. managers
Ronald F. Deaton Civic Auditorium,
Los Angeles Police Department
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R e fl e c t i o n
c e l e b r at i o n

Join us for an evening to reflect on 25 years after the
1992 Civil Unrest in Los Angeles and to celebrate 20 years
of StudyLA at Loyola Marymount University
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panelists :
Warren Olney, Moderator
Larry Mantle, Moderator
Yvonne Brathwaite Burke
Angela Oh
Monica Lozano
Ana Guerrero
David Ryu
Marqueece Harris-Dawson

Wednesday, April 26, 2017
Frank R. Seaver Life Sciences Building
Loyola Marymount University
Kindly respond to Alejandra Alarcon
(310-338-4565). Full details about
the event and online rsvp available at
www.lmu.edu/studyLA.
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StudyLA Activities
StudyLA produces a wide variety of scholarly work, from journal articles,
presentations, and studies to commissioned volumes regarding Los Angeles
and its prominent members. In addition to these research projects and as
part of its commitment to education about the region, StudyLA hosts a
diverse range of events, many of which are free and open to the public.

Center for the Study
of Los Angeles’
Student Research
Assistants
Andrew Brown
Class of 2020

Carlos Mesa-Baron
Class of 2019

Isabella Dennis
Class of 2018

Andrew Gonzalez
Class of 2018

Elizabeth Guhl
Class of 2019

Zachary Hayes
Class of 2017

Courtney Johnson
Class of 2020

Lesly Juarez
Class of 2018

Alden Lundy
Class of 2020

Brianna Medina
Class of 2017

Adrian Narayan
Class of 2018

Xavier Orozco
Class of 2020

Jayna Ortiz
Class of 2020

Kat Siao

Class of 2019

Maya Willis
Class of 2020

Candace Yamanishi
Class of 2017

FORECAST LA
The annual Forecast LA conference explores the civic
and economic concerns, cultural identities, and levels of
satisfaction of residents and leaders in the Los Angeles
region. In its unique approach to forecasting, StudyLA
conducts a comprehensive outlook survey (the LA
Public Opinion Survey) of 2,400 adult residents of LA
County with four languages available – English, Spanish,
Mandarin, and Korean. In the survey, conducted either
by telephone or online, residents are asked about
quality-of-life perceptions, personal economic wellbeing,
economic concerns, overall life satisfaction, and various
civic issues. Researchers from StudyLA, along with
political, civic, and economic leaders from the region,
present the survey findings at the Forecast
LA conference.
LA VOTES EXIT POLLS
To address methodological issues surrounding the
discrepancies in 2000 and 2004 Presidential election
exit poll results, LMU researchers developed and
implemented an innovative sampling technique in Los
Angeles. The racially stratified homogenous precinct
approach addressed problems with poor sampling
techniques, inaccurate results, and skewed reporting of
underrepresented subgroups (e.g., African American and
Latino voters). Since then StudyLA has conducted 12 exit
polls in the city of Los Angeles and has produced some
of the most accurate exit polling results in the country.
To date, more than 1,200 undergraduate researchers at
LMU have collected more than 20,000 surveys.
LA RIOTS ANNIVERSARY STUDIES
The 1992 LA Riots had a profound impact on nearly every
aspect of Los Angeles, including government policy,
community relations, quality of life, and demographics.
Many wondered how these Riots would affect future
quality of life, and believed race relations in LA could no

longer be ignored. In observance of each of the 5-, 10-,
15-, and 20-year anniversaries of the LA Riots, StudyLA
sponsored cross-sectional phone surveys of Angelenos to
study their attitudes toward Los Angeles in a longitudinal
effort to learn more about the Riots’ impact. Coinciding
with StudyLA’s 20th anniversary, the 25th anniversary of
the LA Riots telephone survey has been conducted and
will be presented later this month.
TOP 100 MOST SIGNIFICANT ELECTED
OFFICEHOLDERS IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY
The Top 100 is a database of the 100 most powerful
elected positions in LA County dating back to 1960. By
recording the name, ethnicity, gender, and election year
of each officeholder, the Top 100 database reveals the
significant shifts in minority political inclusion over the
last several decades. Ethnicities are coded as white,
Latino, African American, Asian American, and Jewish.
The record documents changes in structures such as
at-large elections, redistricting, and the creation of new
positions. The result is a powerful visual tool that tells the
story of a changing political landscape and the future of
more equal representation.
SACRAMENTO LEGISLATIVE SEMINAR
The Sacramento Legislative Seminar is an annual event
attended by students from colleges and universities
throughout California. Students spend three days in the
state capitol learning about politics, public policy, and
careers in government service. The core of the Seminar is
a series of panels with elected officials, lobbyists, chiefs
of staff, interns, and Capital Fellows; topics have included
the future of public policy, the new superminority, the
effects of redistricting, and others. Additionally, students
attend a networking reception, tour the capitol, and
network with colleagues from other universities to
better equip them as future leaders. 2016 was the 60th
anniversary of the Sacramento Legislative Seminar.
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LA/DF: DEVELOPING BINATIONAL LEADERS
Los Angeles/Mexico City (DF) is cutting-edge, studentfocused Los Angeles/Mexico City partnership and
consortium. Developed by StudyLA in conjunction with
a variety of companies, institutions, and organizations
that have binational U.S./Mexico operations, LA/DF
focuses on developing a new generation of international
leadership. A group of LMU students completes a 15week course of preparatory briefings and local field
trips prior to traveling to Mexico City for a weeklong
immersion. In this program Los Angeles and Mexico Citybased college students acquire a greater understanding
of their own metropolis through a systematic comparison
of the structures and dynamics of these two megacities.
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
The Undergraduate Research Symposium (URS) is an
annual conference hosted by LMU during which the work
of several hundred undergraduate students is presented
to faculty, staff, family, and other LMU students. Each
year, many of StudyLA’s student researchers design,
organize, and present a research project at the URS.
In addition to receiving guidance about interviewing
methods, data analysis, and writing, students are
mentored in the use and application of statistical analysis
programs like Stata and SPSS, geographic information
systems software like ArcGIS, and survey creation and
processing software like Qualtrics. Furthermore, students
learn to use and process large datasets including
StudyLA’s LA Public Opinion Survey, LA Votes, and
LA Riots archives, various city clerk and county clerk
archives, the American Community Survey, and the U.S.
Decennial Census. The process often entails dozens of
drafts but yields excellent, graduate-level work.

LECTURE SERIES
StudyLA organizes a lecture series in addition to various
standalone lectures and panels throughout the year.
Lectures are filmed and broadcast and archived on
StudyLA’s YouTube channel. The Forecast LA Lecture
Series focuses on the future of Los Angeles especially in
terms of culture, politics, infrastructure, education, and
elections, and culminates in the Forecast LA conference.
All lectures are free and open to the public. These
lectures offer students an intimate perspective on Los
Angeles and create opportunities for them to interact
with public leaders.

Center for the Study of
Los Angeles’ Auxiliary
Personnel

THE THOMAS AND DOROTHY LEAVEY
CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF LOS ANGELES
RESEARCH COLLECTION
The Research Collection is a special collection focused
on preserving Los Angeles political artifacts. It houses
papers of Los Angeles public officials, Los Angeles’ real
estate and industrial developers, reformers and reform
movements (principally in the late 20th-century Los
Angeles), prominent Roman Catholic families in Los
Angeles, and other collections related to Los Angeles
history and politics. Most recently StudyLA celebrated the
addition of the Bill Rosendahl-Adelphia Communication
Corporate Collection of Public Affairs Television
Programs. The Research Collection encourages original
undergraduate research and preserves knowledge for
future generations of Angelenos.

Scholars and Fellows
David Ayon

Affiliates
Mason Stockstill

Associate Director of Media and
Communications Relations

LAUREN ZUCHOWSKI
LONGWELL

Curator for the StudyLA Research
Collections, Archives and Special
Collections Department

Senior Research Fellow

Steven Bradford

Senior Research Fellow

Mara A. Cohen-Marks
Senior Research Fellow

Claudia Sandoval
Faculty Associate

Matt Barreto

Research Scholar

Stephen Nuño
Research Scholar

MAIA KRAUSE

Research Fellow

VICTOR POLANCO
Research Fellow

Frank Romo

Research Fellow

JONATHAN COLLINS

Graduate Research Fellow
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2017 Forecast LA Lecture Series
In the spring of 2005, the Center for the Study of Los Angeles created a lecture series to
bring leaders to LMU and engage with its students. Over more than ten years, the Forecast
LA Lecture Series (previously called the Urban Lecture Series) has featured hundreds of
panelists including current and former mayors, governors, council members, constitutional
officers, leaders of non-profits, community activists, policymakers, and educators. Lectures
are held on select Tuesdays from 5-7 pm in Ahmanson Auditorium on LMU’s campus. Each
lecture is filmed, aired on cable television, and archived on StudyLA’s YouTube Channel.

Explore our vast
lecture archive on
YouTube, with over
100 hours of interview
footage on municipal,
state, and federal
issues with the region’s
key influencers.

Tuesday, February 14, 2017

Tuesday, March 14, 2017

Views of Contemporary LA
Marne Campbell, Ph.D.

Election Post-Mortem
Ron Galperin

Assistant Professor of African American Studies,
Loyola Marymount University

Nicolas Rosenthal, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of History,
Loyola Marymount University

Steve Veres

Trustee-elect, Los Angeles Community College District

Tuesday, March 21, 2017
Tuesday, February 21, 2017

YouTube.com/studyLA

Controller, City of Los Angeles

A Conversation with Los Angeles
World Airports’ CEO
Deborah Flint

A Conversation with Federal Maritime
Commissioner Mario Cordero
Mario Cordero
Commissioner, Federal Maritime Commission

Chief Executive Officer,
Los Angeles World Airport
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Collection number: CSLA-1 | Collection Size: 369 archival document boxes; 1 oversize folder | Repository: Loyola Marymount University

These papers document the years David Roberti spent as California State Assemblymember for the 48th District (1967-1971) and as California State Senator (1971-1994). This
includes his years as President Pro Tem of the Senate (1980-1994). The Roberti Papers consist of manuscripts, photographs, clippings, and printed material and came from
Senator Roberti's Sacramento and district offices.

Research Collection
The Research Collection is a program of the Thomas and Dorothy Leavey Center for
the Study of Los Angeles. The Collection holds papers of Los Angeles public officials;
Los Angeles real estate and industrial developers; reformers and reform movements,
principally in late twentieth-century Los Angeles; and prominent Roman Catholic families
in Los Angeles; and has other collections related to Los Angeles history and politics.

PUBLIC OFFICIALS
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪

Bob Beverly Papers, 1962-1996 (CSLA-7)
Mayor Richard J. Riordan Administrative Papers, 1980-2001 (CSLA-17)
David A. Roberti Papers (CSLA-1)
Mike Roos Papers, 1977-1991 (CSLA-3)
Joel Wachs Papers, 1951-2002 (CSLA-29)

LOS ANGELES DEVELOPERS
▪▪ Fritz Burns Papers
(2 collections: CSLA-2, CSLA-4)
▪▪ Daniel Freeman Family Papers, 1849-1957 (CSLA-21)
Documents for the History of the Daniel Freeman Family
and the Rancho Centinela, 1873-1995 (CSLA-33)
▪▪ James Keane Collection of Fritz Burns Biographical
Materials, 1923-2001 (CSLA-24)
▪▪ Charles Luckman Papers, 1908-2000 (CSLA-34)
▪▪ Jack and Bonita Granville Wrather Papers, 1890-1990 (CSLA-23)
▪▪ Wrather Investment Corporation Incorporation Records, 1961 (CSLA-28)

REFORMERS and REFORM MOVEMENTS
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪

Catholic Human Relations Council Collection, 1958-1992 (CSLA-27)
Catholic Labor Institute, 1944-2003 (CSLA-41)
Thomas A. Gaudette Papers, 1938-1996 (CSLA-18)
LAAMP Collection, 1984-2001 (CSLA-16)
LEARN Collection, 1974-1999 (CSLA-14)
William F. Masterson Papers, 1960-2001 (CSLA-19)
Rebuild LA Collection, 1992-1997 (CSLA-6)

ROMAN CATHOLIC FAMILIES
▪▪ Dockweiler Family Collections
(2 collections: CSLA-12, CSLA-13)
▪▪ Documents for the History of the Machado Family
and the Rancho La Ballona (CSLA-32)
▪▪ Joseph Scott Collection, 1909-1951 (CSLA-10)
▪▪ Stephen Mallory white Papers, 1871-1936 (CSLA-8)
▪▪ Workman Family Papers, 1881-1997 (CSLA-9)
▪▪ Mary Julia Workman Research Materials Collection, 1921-2004 (CSLA-35)

OTHER COLLECTIONS
▪▪ Big Pine Citizen Newspaper Collection, 1922, 1924-1928 (CSLA-30)
▪▪ Bill Rosendahl-Adelphia Communication Corporate
Collection of Public Affairs Television Programs
▪▪ J. D. Black Papers, 1876-1999 (CSLA-15)
▪▪ The Citizen and Cheviot Chatter, 1927-1960 (CSLA-5)
▪▪ Documents for the History of Nineteenth-Century
Los Angeles, 1846-1908 (CSLA-22)
▪▪ “LA 2000” Records of the 2000 Democratic
National Convention, 1992-2001 (CSLA-31)
▪▪ KCET-TV Collection of “Life and Times” video recordings (CSLA-37)
▪▪ KCET-TV Collection of “Life and Times” production files (CSLA-38)
▪▪ KCET-TV Collection of “California Connected” video recordings (CSLA-39)
▪▪ KCET-TV Collection of “California Connected” production files (CSLA-40)
▪▪ Pardee Dam Construction Photograph Album (CSLA-42)
▪▪ Carroll and Lorrin Morrison Photographic
Collection, 1889-1964 (CSLA-26)
▪▪ Rancho La Ballona Map, 1876 (CSLA-11)
▪▪ Which Way, LA? Collection, 1992-2000 (CSLA-20)
▪▪ WPA Transcriptions of Los Angeles City Archives
Records, 1825-1850 (CSLA-25)
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Center for the Study
of Los Angeles’
Development Council

Alex Martin Chaves, ’86
CEO, Parking Company of America Management
Alex Chaves serves as CEO of Parking Company of
America, L.L.C. He is a graduate of LMU where he earned
a B.S. in Business Administration. He is currently a
member of the LMU Board of Trustees and an active
member of the university’s Latino Alumni Association
where he serves as president.

Steve Soboroff

Henry Cisneros

Chairman, Center for the Study of Los Angeles
Development Council
Managing Partner, Soboroff Partners

Founder & Chairman, CityView

Steve Soboroff is managing partner at Soboroff Partners.
He serves as chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Weingart Foundation, senior fellow and member of the
Board of Advisors at UCLA’s Luskin School of Public
Affairs, and past chairman and CEO of Playa Vista.

Henry Cisneros is the co-founder and chairman of
CityView. He became the first Hispanic-American mayor
of San Antonio, Texas in 1981. Cisneros was appointed by
President Clinton to be Secretary of the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development in 1992. He is a current
member of the advisory boards of the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation and the Broad Foundation.

James Garrison

Thomas Flintoft

Vice Chairman, Center for the Study of Los Angeles
Development Council
President, Pacific Federal Insurance Co.

Founding Principal, Kindel Gagan

James Garrison is president of Pacific Federal Insurance
Corporation. Garrison is an executive board member of
the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, and he has
served on the board of directors at the Chamber since 2010.
As a former member of the Electoral College, Garrison
represented California in the 2000 presidential election.

Thomas Flintoft is a founding principal of Kindel Gagan,
an LA-based public affairs and lobbying firm. He is the
founder and former chair of the Alumni Association of
Leadership LA. Currently, Flintoft is a board member of
the Los Angeles Business Council. He earned his B.A.
in economics from Fordham University.

Raul Amezcua

Ruben Gonzalez, ’98

Managing Director, Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc.

President, Gonzalez Strategic Affairs

Raul Amezcua is the managing director of the StifelCalifornia Public Finance team. Amezcua has served on
the board of the PUENTE Learning Center since 2001,
including a role as chairman of the Board of Directors
for seven years. He earned his B.S. from USC and an
M.B.A. from UCLA.

Ruben Gonzalez is president of Gonzalez Strategic Affairs.
He also serves as senior advisor of strategic affairs for
the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce. Gonzalez
currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Eisner
Pediatric and Family Medical Center Foundation Board.
Gonzalez earned his B.A. in philosophy and political
science from LMU.

Andy Carrasco

Lisa Gritzner

Director of Regional Public Affairs,
Southern California Gas Company

Managing Director, State and Local Government Affairs,
American Airlines

Andy Carrasco is the director of regional public affairs
for Southern California Gas Company. Carrasco currently
serves on the Boards for the Southeast Community
Development Corporation and Plaza Community Service.
He earned a B.S. in mechanical engineering from
California State University Northridge.

Lisa Gritzner is managing director of state and local
government affairs for American Airlines. She has served
as the president of the Saban Free Clinic Board of Directors
and is a member of the Founder’s Board of the Los Angeles
Neighborhood Land Trust. Gritzner graduated from California
State University Sacramento with a B.A. in government.

Barbara Casey

Randal Hernandez

Founder & CEO, Casey & Sayre

Consultant, Government & External Affairs, Impower, Inc.

Barbara Casey is founder and chairman/CEO of public
relations firm Casey & Sayre. Casey started her career with
KB Home, where she became a vice president. Active in
civic and philanthropic involvements, she sits on numerous
boards and committees. She graduated from West Virginia
University where she earned a B.S. in journalism.

Randal Hernandez serves as consultant of government
and external affairs for Impower, Inc. Hernandez also
served as appointments secretary to Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger. Hernandez is a graduate of Leadership
Long Beach and Leadership Southern California. He
earned his B.A. in economics and his M.P.A. from
California State University Long Beach.
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Fran Inman

Miguel A. Santana

Senior Vice President, Majestic Realty Co.

President & CEO, Los Angeles County Fair Association

Fran Inman is senior vice president at Majestic Realty
Co., the largest privately held developer and owner of
master-planned business parks in the United States. Inman
serves on a variety of business, economic development,
and transportation boards and organizations throughout
the region. She earned a B.A. in finance and an M.B.A. in
finance from California State University Fullerton.

Miguel A. Santana is president and CEO of the Los Angeles
County Fair Association. Santana serves on the Boards of
MALDEF, LA Plaza de Cultura y Artes, United Way of Los
Angeles, and Discovery Cube Los Angeles. He formerly
served as the city administrative officer for the city of LA.

David O. Levine

Renata Simril, ’93

Chief of Staff to Jerry Epstein, and
Spokesperson for ShoresMDR

President & CEO, LA 84 Foundation

David Levine is president of Jerry B. Epstein Management
Company, LLC and has served as chief of staff to Jerry B.
Epstein, a real estate developer, since 1987. He graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania and earned his Ph.D.
in American civilization from Harvard University.

Renata Simril is president and CEO of the LA84
Foundation. She served as deputy mayor of economic
development for the Hahn Administration, and she
expanded rental and affordable housing in Los Angeles
as a senior executive at Forest City Development. Simril
earned her B.A. in urban studies from LMU and her
Master’s in real estate development from USC.

Alexander Moradi

Mark Slavkin

Managing Partner & Founder, ICO Group

Director of Education, Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts

Alexander Moradi is the managing member and
founder of ICO. He currently serves on the Boards of the
Downtown Los Angeles Fashion Business Improvement
District and the Los Angeles Child Guidance Clinic,
as well as the Executive Committee of the Central
City Association. Moradi earned his B.S. in business
administration from USC.

Mark Slavkin is the director of education at Wallis
Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts, Beverly Hills.
Slavkin sat on the Los Angeles City Board of Education
for eight years, and served as its president from 1994–1996.
He earned his B.A. and M.A. in political science from USC.

George L. Pla

Kevin Sloat, ’81

President & CEO, Cordoba Corporation

Principal & Founder, Sloat Higgins Jensen and Associates

George L. Pla is president, CEO, and founder of Cordoba
Corporation. Pla serves as a regent emeritus at LMU,
president associate at USC, and co-founder of the USC
Latino Alumni Association. He currently serves as the
co-chair of the Southern California Leadership Council
and is co-founder of the City Club.

Kevin Sloat is the principal and founder of Sloat Higgins
Jensen and Associates, a full-service lobbying firm based
in Sacramento. Sloat is highly regarded in Sacramento
both as a legislative strategist and as a direct lobbyist.
He has successfully guided major legislative initiatives
for many large corporate and public sector clients.
He is a graduate of LMU.

Timothy G. Psomas, ’62

Gaddi Vasquez

Chairman, PSOMAS

Senior Vice President of Government Affairs,
Southern California Edison

Timothy Psomas is chairman of the Board at Digital
Map Products LLC and chairman emeritus at Psomas.
He served as the American Council of Engineering
Company’s national chairman in 2009. Psomas also
served on the Board of Trustees of his alma mater,
LMU, where he earned his B.S. in engineering.

Gaddi Vasquez is senior vice president of government
affairs for Southern California Edison. The former director
of the U.S. Peace Corps, Vasquez also served as U.S.
Ambassador and permanent representative to United
Nations Agencies based in Rome. He is the recipient of
five honorary doctorate degrees.

David Roberti, Esq., ’61

Peter Villegas

Attorney, David Roberti Law Office

Vice President of Latin Affairs, The Coca-Cola Company

David Roberti is a partner at Roberti Jenson LLP.
At age 26, he was elected to the California State
Assembly in 1966, the youngest legislator elected into
office. He was elected to State Senate in 1971, and
climbed the ranks to president pro tempore from
1980 to 1994. Roberti is a graduate of LMU.

Peter Villegas is vice president of Latin affairs of the
western region for Coca-Cola where he manages local,
regional and national strategies that position Coca-Cola as
a leading corporate citizen. He serves on numerous boards
and was recognized as a top Latino executive by the
Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility.
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is proud to support

FORECAST LA
in connecting data, ideas and people
to create a more prosperous future
for all Angelenos
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We support your
commitment to a healthy
economy
Bank of America is proud to recognize LMU’s
Forecast LA for your efforts to develop a
local economy that’s growing stronger day by
day. We’re with you every step of the way.
Visit us at bankofamerica.com/LA
Life’s better when we’re connected®

©2017 Bank of America Corporation | SPN-124-AD | ARMWTPSR

ECMC Foundation
is a proud sponsor
of Forecast LA
Supporting opportunities that improve
educational outcomes—especially
among underserved populations—
through evidence-based innovation.
Learn more at www.ecmcfoundation.org.

facebook.com/ecmcfoundation
@ecmcfoundation
linkedin.company/ecmc-foundation

ECMC Foundation Ad_0317.indd
1
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Thomas and Dorothy Leavey
Center for the Study of Los Angeles
celebrating 20 years of
StudyLA’s research at Loyola
Marymount University
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Proud to
Support

Forecast
LA

Pacific Federal, LLC
a Zenith American company

PacFed Benefit Administrators — CA License # 0L45116
PacFed Insurance Services — CA License # 0543099

1000 North Central Avenue, Suite 400
Glendale, CA 91202 • 818.243.0222

A proud sponsor of the

LMU Forecast LA
4th Annual Conference
A California-based planning, engineering
and construction management firm that
has worked on the State’s most iconic
infrastructure programs related to
transportation, water, energy, education
and facilities. We focus on attracting and
retaining professionals who appeal to our
core value of “Making A Difference” in the
communities we serve.
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Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO
The working women and men of the Los Angeles Labor
Movement are proud to support Forecast LA.
We urge you to RESIST with us on May 1!

Wasserman Foundation Ad_HalfPG.pdf
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http://weresist.la/
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TH

»
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THE ENERGY OF

» ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

SoCalGas® applauds Loyola Marymount University’s Forecast LA. SoCalGas partners
with the communities we serve and is proud of organizations that empower civic and
community opinions and leadership to better the Los Angeles region.

socalgas.com

© 2016 Southern California Gas Company. Trademarks are property of their respective owners. All rights reserved. N16B0033A

ForecastLA_corrected.indd 63

4/13/17 2:28 PM

Together We Have the Power
to Keep the Future Bright
Edison International is proud to sponsor
Loyola Marymount University’s
4th Annual Forecast LA Conference

half LA Sanitation.pdf 1 4/11/2017 12:47:39 PM
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We protect
public health
and the
environment
1-800-773-2489
@lacitysan
lacitysan.org
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LADWP is proud to support the

2017 LMU
Forecast LA Conference
ECT
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LADWP’s water and power infrastructure projects will help fuel economic
growth in Southern California through $4.7 billion in economic output
supporting 21,000 private sector jobs over the next five years.
For information on our many infrastructure and economic
development programs go to MyLADWP.com.

www.portoflosangeles.org
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Don Francisco’s
son José and
granddaughter
Lisette, perfecting
the roast at
the family’s
cupping table.
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© F. Gaviña & Sons, Inc.

City
Administrative
Officer
The Los Angeles
City Administrative Officer
is proud to sponsor

Forecast LA

A well-run city government is the core of the CAO’s mission.
For information visit cao.lacity.org.
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WELCOMES YOU.
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PARTNERS IN BUILDING

A BOLD FUTURE

BOLD IN BUSINESS

Bro
Cen
For
ma

The L.A. Area Chamber has championed
the needs of the business community and
the citizens of the L.A. region for more
than 128 years. From serving as the voice
of the business in the halls of government
to promoting economic development and
fostering collaboration throughout the
community, the Chamber has worked to
ensure economic prosperity and quality of
life in our region.

Play

lachamber.com
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PV011354_

There is nothing better
for your business than
a Majestic address!
With a commercial real estate
portfolio totaling approximately
78 million square feet,
Majestic Realty Co. has the
ability to meet our tenant’s
expansion needs within the
Majestic portfolio quickly
and efficiently.

We open doors, influence
media coverage and
guide campaigns to
success for some of the
biggest projects and
companies in the world.

13191 Crossroads Parkway North, Sixth Floor
City of Industry, CA 91746 • R.E. License #00255328 (CA)
tel: 562 692 9581 • fax: 562 695 2329 • MajesticRealty.com
ATLANTA | BETHLEHEM | DALLAS | DENVER | FORT WORTH | LAS VEGAS | LOS ANGELES

/cerrellassociates

@CerrellAssoc

cerrell.com
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Brookfield Residential is proud to support
Center for the Study of Los Angeles &
Forecast LA. Thank you for helping to
make Silicon Beach the best it can be.
PlayaVista.com

Models do not reflect racial preference.
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Latino Business Awards
& Business Match-Making
TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2017
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Millennium Biltmore Hotel
Downtown Los Angeles
For Sponsorship Opportunities
Moises Cisneros, LALCC Executive Director • 213.324.7774

SAVE THE DATE

Investing in the

Take your turn.
Every drop we save helps.

U.S.

We made a commitment to purchase an
additional $250 billion in American-made,
grown, assembled and sourced products
through 2023. This investment is estimated
to help create over one million jobs.

corporate.walmart.com
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RIDE THIS EPIC WAVE WITH US. Loyola Marymount
University is the University of Silicon Beach®. Our
bond goes deeper than geography: It is a shared
DNA interwoven into the fabric of Los Angeles.
Together, we are driving the fastest growing hub

of tech and creativity. This is the launching pad
for global imagination, where world-changing
ideas are imagined, shaped, and brought to life
with global impact. Don’t just stand there. Join our
revolution. Visit lmu.edu for more information.
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for more information:

thomas and dorothy leavey center for the study of los angeles
loyola marymount university
1 lmu drive, suite 4119
los angeles, ca 90045
310.338.4565 | forecastla@lmu.edu

www.lmu.edu/forecastLA
reproduction of this document or any portion therein is prohibited without the express written permission of the center for the study of los angeles.
copyright © 2017 by loyola marymount university.
designed by ginny warren. special thanks to editors maia krause and marie kobler.
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